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Welcome

Editorial

The production of this
edition of Grapevine
has been a great learn-
ing experience for me.
Luckily, Grapevine has

sorbing pastime and a haven in my busy
school life. The day- to-day interaction with all
of the Grapevine staff - the journalists, photog-
raphers and illustrators who have all put enor-
mous effort into their work - has opened many
doors, and built a foundation for the building
of many friendships for all involved.

There has been a wonderful sense of commu-
nity to Grapevine this term, and | find | look
forward to each weekly meeting more and
more. The enormous support offered to the
core Grapevine Staff from the staff and the
student body must be acknowledged, as must
the fantastic and restless work by Ms Doran
and Mr Hamill in the actualisation of the final
product- the magazine that you hold in your

hands.

And here we are - we have finally arrived at
the end of what has been a period of change
for St. Andrew’s College. This term has been
full of opportunities: as each week passes, so
passes with it a huge range of events, meet-
ings and trips. Maybe it’s the recent upturn in
the weather, but | feel that the entire school
atmosphere has transformed in the last term -
there is a greater sense of general happiness
and belonging in the corridors as the younger
years begin to find their footing and the senior
college thrive and achieve to their best abili-
ties. The new building has renewed the motiva-
tion to get involved and reap the benefits of a
St Andrew’s education.

This is a special issue focusing in on Arts in the
college. The U-Live Concert and One Act
Drama Festival were both huge successes this

year, each raising the profile of music and
drama considerably. Often unsung compared
to sports events, St Andrew’s has a perform-
ing arts crew that grows and improves contin-
vously. Students often dedicate hours to
rehearsing pieces and producing top notch
shows, and this issue nods its head to their tal-
ent and commitment- a perfect example of this
is Literature Aloud winner Aoife Franklyn, who
has kindly given us an interview!

We have also taken a special look at student
interests externally from the college- may |
refer you to an article by David O’Caoimh, a
multi-award-winning Wakeboarder who is in
fifth year this year. His dedication to his sport
has landed him several titles and much re-
spect.

So maybe this issue should really be the Ded-
ication Issue: we acknowledge the dedication
of the college and student body alike to tran-
sition, change, improvement, achievement and
excellence in all areas - let’s hope this contin-
ves into next term.

Enjoy!

Briony Morgan




School News

for For the first time ever, a book
— was held in the Library as part o
Irizi SChOOI Winter Fair in aid of Uganda. Th
£ to the generous donations of pa
Ibl'ary and students, €47 s raise
sizeable sum when one considers that books costed onl
each! The money raised will be used to help the school lib
at Rubirizi Secondary School. Thanks to TY students Nisha
wonis, Stuart Wiley, Jeremy Boles, Stephen Keenan And
Dowd, Mina Dawood and Alexandra Agar for their h
over books were donated to Oxfam Dun Laoghaire.

On 15 November, nine Transition Year stu-

dents volunteered to help at a warehouse Shoeboxes
where hundreds of shoeboxes were being

packed with presents. These were to be sent off to various countries
across Africa where, for most children, this would be their only Christ-
mas present. Students across the entire country sent these boxes as a
way of giving back to children in need. Each box was filled with vari-
ous toys and basic necessities, such as toothbrushes and face cloths,
which are considered luxuries for most of the receivers. Our job was
to try and fit as many shoeboxes as possible into larger boxes to be
shipped away. We also unloaded hundreds of shoe boxes that had
just been sent in from vans . It was hard work, but we all thoroughly
enjoyed working as a team and getting to know the generous people
who give up their time for this cause every year. We learned a lot. We
hope to give our time again next year and to encourage others to help,
as it makes such a difference. Overall, it was a great experience.
Isobel Foley




School News

The First Year students drew posters for an Poster

anti-bullying competition. The slogan used i

was “Reporting is Supporting”. Riley and Compeilhon

Paige were the winners of the competition,

which was organized by Ms. Carter as part of the school anti-bullying
4 programme. Karen Knight came second and Molly Parsons, Blanca
| Schofield Legorburo and Sally Campbell came third.

Gil"IS HOCkey The Senior Girls’ tour to Belgium started on Saturday 8 January. A relatively short
Tl’lp 201 -I flight to Brussels was followed by a convoluted journey by various means of public
transport to the British School of Belgium. This was to be the venue of our hockey

match. We found the first part of the match didn't go as well as we would have liked. But at half time, we
managed to gather ourselves with the help and guidance of our coaches and, through torrential rain, went
on to win the match 3-2. After we checked into our hostel, we went out for a well-deserved Italian meal in
Brussels. On Sunday, most of us spent the morning exploring the various shops and museums in the city.
Later that afternoon, we visited the historical city of Bruges which was only an hour train-ride away from
Brussels. After the release of the movie In Bruges, many of us were excited to explore the city and, thanks
to our coach’s excellent idea to rent out bicycles for the afternoon, we were able to do so. The town offered
us many different places of interest, such as the distinctive church which Brendan Gleeson famously jumped
off in the movie, or its many different chocolatiers. Monday was our final day in Brussels and we were all
keen to go out and do what we could before we had to leave. Most of us went shopping or visited some of
the museums, such as The Royal Museum of Fine Arts. We then said goodbye to Brussels with a team lunch
before heading off to the airport for our return flight home to Dublin. | think | speak on behalf of everyone
when | say that it was a truly unforgettable trip and that we have bonded because of it. | would like to thank
Ms Hollwey, Ms Sloan and Lisa Jacobs for all the effort they put in to organising the trip and for looking after
us when we were away. Sadhbh Hynes

TY Sin for Let’s face it: Transition Year isn’t exactly about exams. Many a grumbling parent
R might ask, ‘What is the point of this year? What are you doing with yourselves?

the Bllnd Well, many things, actually. The main task in TY is doing charity work. Fundraising
for the coveted trip to Uganda is the most obvious, but did anyone notice the ab-

sence of Fourth Years in the school on the last day of the Christmas Exams? Well, while the rest of
the school were anxiously chewing on pens outside their exam rooms, TY students were carol singing,
icing cakes and doing sponsored walks! My form, 4Si, trooped out to Nutgrove Shopping Centre on
Tuesday 14 December for four hours of carol singing, in a campaign to fight blindness. We worked
our way through the usual repertoire of festive songs: Silent Night, Away in a Manger, Jingle Bells
etc., and, considering it was a weekday morning, we gathered quite a crowd (granted, we deliber-
ately positioned ourselves directly in front of the café to trap people who had already been sitting
there)! Four hours of singing later we had made around €400. It was a great experience which we
all enjoyed. Sophie Murphy Byrne

St Michael’s To celebrate World Book Week and help St. Michael’s
1 House Early Services Programmes, a book sale was
House Brlng . held on 8th March. Parents and students donated their
BOOkI BUY A unwanted fiction and non-fiction books and €550 was
Book raised to help this very worthwhile charity. Thank you
to Alice Cummings and the Bursar’s Office. Books that

were not sold were donated to Oxfam Dun Laoghaire.




Transition Year is a great time to get involved in new things. | chose AutoCAD as an option and got 'roped' into
a competition called F1 in Schools. Ourteam is called the Blackrock Blasters and there are six of us on the team,
each with a different role: James Evans, the graphics designer, Marcus Swift, the marketing and sponsorship
manager, Adam Swift, the design engineer, Tim Smith, the team resources manager, Shahram Kashani, as the
manufacturing engineer and myself, the team manager. The objective of the F1 in Schools competition is to de-
sign a model Formula One racing car, build it, test it and race it. There are many aspects to this project before
the race, other that the obvious design and build phases. There is a lot of work involved in sourcing the much-
needed sponsorship and marketing materials as well as in preparing for the various evaluations that are part of
the competition, as winning is not all based on having the fastest car.

F1in Schools is a Global competition and teams have to go through several qualifying rounds. The judges and
staff of F1 in Schools have been impressed with our project so far and we are very pleased to be going forward
to the national finals in April. The national winners, as well as receiving great prizes, are eligible for the Global
competition in Malaysia! To get started we had to submit a document setting out our plans for our entry. Once
this was approved and admitted to the competition we advanced to the Regional final in March and our prepa-
rations began in earnest. Our model car is about the size of a shoebox and the cars get built through a "mill"
which, unfortunately, St Andrew's does not have. As a result we had to be paired with another college, where
a student built it for us based on our precise specifications.

We arrived at the regional finals very early to get set up, having been up late the night before putting the fin-
ishing touches to our car and our marketing materials. One of the requirements you are judged on is the Display
Stand you must set up to showcase what you have done on the project to get to this stage. Our display consisted
of a multimedia presentation projected from our laptop, a slide presentation and lots of posters showing the
stages of design and development of both the concept and the car itself, as well as a rotating dais displaying the
car. We had a very interesting day seeing all the ideas and entries for the other regional finalists. The quality of



many of the presentations was to a very high standard and we were not all that sure that we would qualify for
the national finals- although we were confident that our car would have an edge due to the research we had put
in to make it as aerodynamically efficient as we could. Our car was rigorously scrutinised by the judges, who
checked each aspect for compliance with the very strict competition rules and regulations, just like in the real
Formula One competitions. A few infractions meant we lost some points, but we made them up with a strong
display and oral presentation. Then the moment of truth came: our car was lined up on the starting line ready
for the speed test against the other competitors. There were four races; two test reaction times and two meas-
ured speed races. Our reaction times were not as good as some of the other competitors, but we achieved the
best race time.

At the end of the day we were all delighted to be informed that we had succeeded in qualifying for the National
finals in April. As part of the promotion of our project, we set up a Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/pages/Blackrock-Blasters) and a Team website (www.blackrockblasters.com) where you
can follow our progress. It would be amazing to get to represent St. Andrew's in Malaysia but in any event we
have developed many new skills including team work, IT, marketing and presentation skills and have really en-
joyed being involved in the competition so far. A big thank you to Mr Eluk and Mr Shevlin for their support.
Conor Barrett

Bottle It - TY Mini Company

Bottle-It is our mini-company. We came up with an idea to make and sell sports bottles with the college crest
printed on them during our mini-company class and added an option to have the bottle customized with what-
ever squad number the customer desired printed for an extra 50 cent. After a week trying to find a supplier, we
sourced the bottles in the UK and a company who could print the college logo onto the bottles for us. Our sup-
plier would not ship outside the UK, so we had them taken from Belfast to Dublin by a courier. Our stock of 160
bottles sold well and the Sports department bought 50 from us. We made €600- a profit of €300.

After the Christmas holiday, we were told by our teacher, Ms McElwee, that we would be entered in the Dun
Laoghaire-Rathdown Student Enterprise Awards, so we worked extra hard on our business and supplied bottles
to Leinster Rugby and the men’s Irish hockey team. At the awards we set up our stall and handed in the business
report. We spoke to the judges about our enterprise, market research etc. At the prize giving ceremony, as com-
panies were called up for prizes our hope diminished until all but the Senior Level 1st Prize remained. When
they called our company name out, we were shocked and went up to the stage to have our photo taken and
prize presented. We were also put forward for the National Finals in Croke Park on April 14. We have since ex-
panded our business and now cater to rugby and hockey clubs and have recently expanded our market to in-
clude a variety of sports, most notably securing a contract with a major GAA club in Munster - Thurles Sarsfields
GAA club - as well as pending contracts with two soccer clubs.

Andrew Russell












Aoife was a huge success, as she not only
won first place in the Senior Category, but
was also declared the Overall Winner of the
entire competition, winning a trophy, a cash
prize and a shelf of poetry books for the
school library.

For the final heat of the competition Aoife recited the poems ‘All Legendary Obstacles’ by John Montague
and ‘To Autumn’ by Yeats. ‘All Legendary Obstacles’ was one of the compulsory poems from the Senior Cat-
egory, but the second poem she chose herself because, in her own words, she loves the season of autumn
and “the poem really spoke to her”.

When | asked her if she was nervous the day of the final heat (when she was up against twenty-three other
students), she told me that she'd actually been to an audition for a drama college earlier that day and as it
had gone smoothly, she felt as she walked into the National Library that she could do anything.

The competition judges were Director of Poetry Ireland, Joseph Woods, poet Eiléan Ni Chuilleanain, and au-
thor Siobhan Parkinson. All highly accomplished in the arts, and obviously knowing a great deal about po-
etry, she felt somewhat at ease reciting in front of them. She also had two of our St. Andrew’s English
teachers, Ms. Quin and Ms. Fitzsimons, to support her during the final heat. She said that they being there
meant so much to her.

“Competing in the National Poetry Aloud was such a great experience for me because | love drama and po-
etry- and | hope that | will get to do something in the arts when | go to college””
Saibh McCaffery
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- | " Picture this. It’s announced in registration that the annual Uganda fundraiser, the U-Live concert, is drawing near

§ and there will be a meeting held at break to start preparing, All fine and good. Break time comes and about 50 people

are gathered buzzing excitedly about what they’d like to do. Mr Hickmott enters and calmly explains that he will play

no part in the event, that it’s for us TY's to organise — oh, and that it’s in less than two weeks.

..PANIC, right? Remove your name from the sign-up sheet, pretend you were never there and run for the hills! (Don’t
actually do what I did...) Not for the TYs! The harsh weather endured in Outward Bound and lack of exam stress has
- turned us into quite a tough little bunch.

Everyone excelled at their assigned tasks and somehow our PR people sold tickets to over 300 people. The backstage
d crew had the stage and equipment arranged and our sixteen phenomenal acts were ready, all just in time for 8 Febru-
, ary.

Spotlights dazzled our MCs Hannah Blair-White and Mina Dawood. The crowd was hushed. A typical feel-good intro-
duction cued Euan Murphy to open the show with Get Off The Stage. This catchy tune was the ideal opener and really
set the tone for the night. Euan finished with a beautiful song, Into the Wild, accompanied by fellow fifth year, Fiona
Paine.

I'll try not to be biased here, as she’s in my own year, but anyone would agree that Nicola White’s stunning performance
of Hometown Glory had the entire hall in silence, listening in awe. The night continued with sixth year Aoife Franklyn
taking time out from her mocks to sing Beeswing, and Jack Collen was next on stage with a gorgeous rendition of Use
Somebody. The Kings of Leon should be ashamed of themselves for failing to perform that song to this high standard.

Next up — Isla Jeffery. There are no words to describe her wonderful performance of Dreaming, so I’'m just going to

leave it there.

Fifth years Julie Murphy and Emily Joyce took to the stage next to sing Remember When and had us all absolutely mes-
merized.

Even if you don’t know Jessie J, you know Price Tag. We couldn’t have found anyone better in our year to sing it than
Pilar Martin-Villa.

Problems with sound equipment weren’t enough to stop The George Humphrey Divine Jazz Experience singing Per-
sonal Jesus/Rock and Roll. Mr Humphreys and Mr McDermott’s band was great entertainment.

Aly Coyne and Briony Morgan are both known to be astonishing singers. Combined, they are lethal. A truly “Wicked’

o
te]
performance of For Good followed and (to borrow a line off Cheryl Cole) they smashed it!

Spatkle Antoine, with Lianne Murray on piano, sang the Eminem/Rihanna duet Love the Way You Lie Part 2. One of
the world-famous rapper’s finest.

New this year, Simone Collins followed. We heard rumours that she could sing well. Those rumours didn’t do her
justice. Singing Run by Leona Lewis (or Snow Patrol) she stunned us all.

Some might shiver at the thought of being after Simone, but they don’t know Eloise Thompson-Tubridy. The amount
of talent in fifth year is a little frightening and Eloise’s version of Yellow was amazing,

Feeling Good was a medley of all the chart toppers from the last two years and Danielle Quinn’s unparalleled perform-
ance of it was hands down the best of night. Such was the standing ovation for her that we were convinced this was

the phenomenal closing to the show.

We stood corrected, because Sadhbh O’Brien actually closed the show with the help of The Ulls and Cee-Lo Green’s
hit Forget You.

Surely this is the one that will set the bar for future Uganda concerts? If not, I don’t know what will...

Sophie Murphy Byrne




International Night 2010

Last November for one week, St Andrew’s College celebrated its international population by holding an’Intercultural
Week': a week of food, games, competitions and cultural events. The week, coordinated by Ms Lane, was divided into
five days for five continents (Africa, Asia, Australia, The Americas and Europe). A different teacher organised each day,
with students and staff members all getting involved. Some of the events throughout the week were a treasure hunt,
an origami workshop, bake sales, musical performances, Australian instruments on display and decorations around
the school. On many of the days, students wore clothes from their home countries and put up flags around the school.

A competition was held where students were asked to guess the languages on specific cards outside the school
library which all said “welcome”. There were thirty languages in total. Food was in abundance, for example the Thanks-
giving dinner and a European bake sale. Just over €600 was raised from these events for ‘Doctors without Borders.

The centre of the week was International Night, which was held on the Wednesday. First off was the parade, where
the entire international population of the school walked onto the stage in the senior hall. Then we had the variety
show, which this year showed a wide range of acts. There were many highlights. The US act did a wonderful show of
the Thanksgiving Macy’s Day parade, including miniature Elvis impersonations, drummers, dancers and a rendition
of Jay-Z's Empire State of Mind. The adorable Suzanne Thirion came out on stage in a little mouse costume and sang
a short French poem. The Japanese dance brought a wonderful sense of culture to the event, Henry Lee captivated
the audience with his regular diablo display, and the show was ended with a rousing chorus from the Junior School
singing We Are The World.

However, my favourite act was the special guests from Burundi. There was a distinctly rich heritage to the performance
they gave, from the language they spoke to the way they were dressed. They had a great sense of intensity, of tradition
and of pure excitement in music. You could tell they were coming from a rich heritage, and it came through in their
performance. It was loud, bombastic, natural and very, very exciting: a joy to behold.

Right after the variety show was the International Night food stalls, a tradition which everyone loves. There was, as
with many years, a large range of stalls, with my favourites being the Pakistani stall, the Japanese stall and the Latvian
stall. The food, as always, was delicious, with a large range of tastes that covered sweet, sour, spicy, savoury and any-
thing else you could think of. Like most people, | was sick from all | had eaten by the end of the night. And, probably
like most people, | just wish | could do it all again.

Grattan Aikins






Hungarian Easter Tradition

In every country there are traditions that have been passed down, created or formed to celebrate Easter.
Every year Easter is celebrated by Hungarians and other nationalties to commemorate the resurrection of
Jesus. In Hungary, Easter traditions differ from those of@ther European countries. Why is that? In many coun-
tries in the world, Easter is celebrated by hiding chocolate figurines in the garden then having a hunting
game to find them, rolling an egg down a hill, painting eggs with different colours and motifs. In my country,
Easter happens differently. Parts of Hungary celebrate Easter in different ways. Big cities such as Budapest
are much more modernized and have adapted the modern version of Western traditions, like ones in America
and other parts of Europe, while in the country villages the old-fashioned traditions are still practised.

cakes like‘édes sarga sajt’ (sweet yellow cheese) and cooked ham. The girls aren't only cooks, but also artists.
They have to make painted eggs, which will be very important in celebrating Easter Monday. These eggs
are decorated with different techniques passed down from the elderly women to the young girls. Many de-
signs exist for these painted eggs and many different colours. The final decoration all depends on the young
artist.

But why make eggs that will be not eaten by anyone? Well, even though it might sound strange, the girls are
making these to offer it to the boys. On D-day, the boys and girls wake up early before the sun wakes and
get ready. The girls prepare the eggs, food and the drinks, and the boys set out in search of “withered flowers’,
meaning the girls. Their only aim is to not let any young girl wither away. How? The special way is to water
or sprinkle them. Sound strange, watering girls? Yes, watering just like watering a flower by taking a bucket
of water or a hose, or going by the extreme measure of throwing the poor girl into the river. They celebrate
Easter this way to symbolise letting the young girls have a happy life and rejoice about the fact that they
would not wither away. After the boys’act of kindness, they offer them a decorated egg, food and drink. Of

course, the boys are granted happiness in their lives too by receiving the eggs. Playing games with them rep-
resents good fortune in some villages. Throwing a coin into the egg and knocking two eggs together so it
won't break, means that the boy will have good fortune in life. During D-day, giving a dark red coloured egg
to the boy also symbolizes love toward him, which the boy would gladly accept. In the past, the boys showed
their love towards the girl they liked by stapling a piece of birch on the girl’s door. Because of this special way
of celebrating Easter Monday, it is called ‘Locsolkodds napja’ meaning the Watering Day.

Later, the whole town celebrates by singing traditional songs, dancing to traditional music, eating the food
that was prepared by the young girls, drinking the wine from the cellar and many other things. They only
think about the happy future, nothing else matters for the day, just being happy.

Stella Pete
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de 2009 y me parecié un pais acogedor y entrafiable. Cuando se lo dije a mis padres, me llamaron loca,
pero al final los convenci'y el 27 de Agosto de 2011 aterricé en el aeropuerto de Dublin, asustada, ya que
estaba sola y no sabia a dénde iba, ni que me esperaba.

El dia siguiente fue mi primera jornada en St. Andrew’s College. Todo era nuevo para mi y me encontraba
perdida. No se como, al final, localicé la oficina de 4th Year, el mio y me explicaron que tenia que ir a “regis-
tration’, jqué serd eso?-me pregunté, y la respuesta es, basicamente, pasar lista a primera hora de la mafnana
y decir los eventos que se van a llevar a cabo ese dia. Bueno, entré a la clase y todas las miradas se dirigieron
a mi, me presenté y todos me dieron la bienvenida. Después volvi a la oficina de mi aino y me dijeron cudles
eran mis asignaturas y hasta me hicieron un mapa del colegio, ya que esto es muy diferente a mi instituto
en Espafa, en el que el profesor es el que va a tu aula, en vez de ser tu el que tiene que dirigirse a la clase
en la que el profesor imparte su asignatura. Por supuesto, muchos compafieros me ayudaron a encontrar
donde tenia que ir, ya que los alumnos de este colegio destacan por su companerismo, cortesia y educacion.
Aqui, se da las gracias al profesor al terminar la clase y se piden las cosas por favor, actitudes que se estan
perdiendo entre gran parte de la juventud de hoy en dia.

Apenas iniciado el curso, tuvimos la primera excursion, a Donegal, en el Norte de Irlanda. Fue un viaje fasci-
nante que me ayudo a hacer muchos amigos y a ver un poquito mas de esta hermosa isla esmeralda.
También me parece una gran idea que durante este curso, Transition Year, tengamos la oportunidad de es-
tudiar muchas materias y de realizar diversas actividades como baile moderno, yoga, cocina, escalada, pi-
ragliismo,...que junto a la“work experience” nos ayudaran a que las elecciones del futuro sean las correctas.
Ademas, tenemos las “lectures’, que son una valiosa fuente de informacién para la seleccién de una carrera
o universidad.

Otro aspecto que destacaria positivamente de este colegio es la gran cantidad de eventos que en él se cel-
ebran: MUN, conciertos, ferias, exhibiciones,...y que muchos de ellos sean para recaudar fondos para obras
benéficas.

Por todo esto, animo a todas las personas que tienen la posibilidad de estudiar fuera a hacerlo, ya que es
una experiencia inolvidable, con la que he descubierto cosas que no sabia sobre otras culturas, y aun mas
importante, sobre mi misma. También, he hecho amigos unicos con los que espero seguir en contacto
cuando me vaya. Y sobre todo porque lo he pasado bomba, descubriendo este maravilloso pais, al cual es-
pero volver y que siempre voy a llevar en mi corazén, al igual que a St. Andrew’s y a sus excelentes profe-
sores que me han ayudado siempre que lo he necesitado.

Gala Gil Amat
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Nobel Laureate

DCU hosted a lecture recently by the Honourable Dr. Steven Chu, the first in their
Nobel Laureate Lecture Series. Professor Brian MacCraith has said that he viewed
these lectures as a positive way to motivate students and to give them targets. The
lecture was well attended and there were people from all age groups in the audience.

Dr. Steven Chu (Nobel Laureate for Physics) is currently the United States Secre-
tary of Energy. The lecture was entitled “A Random Walk In Science: from laser
cooling to global warming” Dr. Chu began by trying to explain his history of sci-
entific experiments and discoveries and their relevance to today.

Dr. Chu began by saying that by surrounding atoms with laser lights we can cool
them which, in turn, will slow their movement and then it is possible to measure their frequency and energy levels.
Dr. Chu then discovered that if you raise these cooled atoms up and let them fall back down it is possible, with
quantum mechanics, to split the atom in two before it combines again and through this we are able to get “exquisite
measurements”. This helped in the discovery of the acceleration of gravity.

Dr. Chu continued to explain that another one of his experiments was to test if it was possible to hold onto mol-
ecules with the assistance of lasers. It had previously been thought that you can hold onto particles with lasers and
so Dr. Chu attached a sphere to a strand of DNA and focused a laser onto it. He then connected this laser light
with a joystick and was able to move the DNA strand by moving the sphere. This enables us to study biology one
molecule at a time. Dr. Chu also studied the composition of RNA and was able to fold and unfold a particular type
of RNA using lasers and through this he discovered that the RNA strand has four different states, all of which have
different functions and roles.

With such ground-breaking discoveries in science it would seem strange that Dr. Chu then went on to become a
key figure in politics, but he tackled this query by saying that he became the United States Secretary of Energy be-
cause he was greatly concerned with the problem of climate change. He compared Farth’s increasing carbon
dioxide levels with weight gain, saying that it was as though we were eating the same amount but we were doing
less exercise.

The US government spent $9 billion in investments looking for more energy efficiency. They have created Research
Centres and Innovations Hubs as a stimulus for reasearch and discoveries into new technologies.

Asked about fusion power and whether he saw it as a promising new source of energy Dr. Chu achknowledged
that is was a very promising idea but that the materials needed made it a plan for the future and that we should “do
what we know today.” Asked if he preferred his political role to his previous involvement in labs and universities,
he commented that he does miss his research but feels his current role is very important and he can make good
decisions. Asked if he believed that investing in new technologies was postponing economic development and he
answered that he disagreed and thought that it was best to “build it in the smartest way possible.” Meaning that if
we were to invest in energy efficient methods or objects we would be benefiting the economy in the long run. Dr.
Chu was lastly asked whether he felt there was clash between science and politics and if this was hindering progress
in either. He answered that there is sometimes a clash but there is also a need for patience. If there is a reasonable
probability that global warming is true and it is economically viable to tackle it then it is our responsibility to
achknowledge this. Dr. Chu finished by saying that each year the evidence for global warming gets more compelling,

It was a throroughly insightful lecture and Dr. Steven Chu came across as very personable and forthcoming, It was

Aoife M, cParz‘/m

a very enlightening and certainly motivational experience, just as hoped.
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Seachtain na Gaeilge

Bhi Seachtain na Gaeilge & ceiliuradh sa choldiste idir an 90 -16u Marta. Bhi roinnt imeachtai eagraithe ag na
muinteoiri Gaeilge don tseachtain. Spreagadh na daltai agus chomhphobal an Cholaiste chun “ctipla focal” a
usaid i rith na seachtaine. Ardaiodh Brat na hEireann!

Comortas Tish Parsons: Tionscnaimh bunaithe ar Mhiotaseolaiocht na hEireann ar taispeaint san lonad Gaeilge
ag daltai 6n gCéad Bhliain. Comortas na bPostaer: Postaeir deartha go healaionta ag daltai sa Dara Bliain
bunaithe ar sheanfhocail na hEireann. Bhi Diospdireacht ag an cuigiu blian, ag plé an ruin‘Ba cheart go mbeadh
an Ghaeilge roghnach san Ardteist; Ghlac ceithre fhoireann péint agus bhuaigh foireann amhain as rang Bean
UiTynan agus ceann eile as rang Bean Ui Chéadaigh”. Bronnadh na nduaiseanna agus Ceiliuradh Sheachtain na
Gaeilge, Céadaoin 16U Marta.
Buaiteoiri:

Comortas Tish Parsons: Bhuaigh Cassandra Sierevogal an chéad ait leis an ngearrscannan “An Bradan Feasa”. An
dara ait, James Brown agus David Rabette, agus bhuaigh Danielle Dawson agus Ellen Stuart- Gormley an triu
duais.

Comortas na bPostaer: An chéad ait, Ella Woolfson. An dara hait, Linda Horn agus an triu hait, Annie Rowe,

Comhghairdeas libh a dhaltai!



Diospoireacht

O chlé go ceart: Lorcan Miller, Lauren Cassidy, Alexandra McKay

A chathaorlaigh, a mholtéirogh, a lucht an fhreasura agus a lucht éisteachta. Taim anseo innid chun insint
diobh faoin 1 iontach a bhi again ag diospdireacht i Tir an Uir, agus muna aontaionn sibh liom ta sibh as
bhur meabhair.

Tar éis dhd seachtaine d'obair crua agus muid faoi strus 6 thaobh &r n-6raid , bhian & ann go raibh orm féin,
Lorcain Miller agus Lauren Cassidy freastal ar Diospdéireacht gaeilge i Presentation Terenure College. Bhi
dha fhoireann ullmhaithe agus aithne maith acu inar gcoinne. Coldiste Nua Droichead agus Cholaiste
Terenure. B¢ an ran & phlé again deacair go leor: ‘Ba choir duinn fdilte a chuir roimh Banrion Sasana’ Bhi
chuma ar an rin seo mothucain difridla a bhi ag daltai éagsula a chuir in iul agus rin an-chonspoéideach a
bhi ann. Ach mar sin bhi sé i bhfad nios suimiula do gach duine a raibh tar éis pairt a ghlacadh ann.

Ar 13 an diospdireacht, chuireamar crioch lenar n-6rdid le cabhair Maistir Mac Giolla Bhride. D'fhag muid an
scoil timpeall ar a 4.30 agus thugamar aghaidh ar an diospéireacht a bhi ar a 6:00. Bhiomar an-neirbhiseach
ach le lamha cabhriul Maistir Mac Giolla Bhride agus a thaithi 6 thaobh diospdireachtai a ullmhu agus ag
ghlacadh pairt i ndiospadireachtai, bhi muid abalta choimead socair. Thosaigh an diospdireacht ar am agus
chuir Lorcain Miller tus leis, lena argdinti laidire agus an fhoirenn a chuir in aithne do gach éinne. Rinne na
chéad cainteoir 6n bhfoireann eile an rud gcéanna ach le chuma pianmhar ar a aghaidh. Ansin bhi sé in am
do Lauren Cassidy seasamh suas agus a pointi a chur in idl duinn. Rinne si é le neart agus stuagh. Dhun mé
an diospdireacht ag caint faoi Stair na hEireann agus ar gcuid creideanna agus nésanna. Bhi rath ar
diospoireacht ach ar an drochuair ni éirigh le cholaiste Naomh Aindriu ait sa Chraomh a fhail. Bhi bréd ar
Maistir Mac Giolla Bhride orainn agus chun an bréd sin a léiriu thog sé muid ar chuairt chuig Mac Donalds
chun muid a mhisnid. Gan Maistir Mac Giolla Bhride ni tharlédh an la iontach, tairbheach sin.

Ta siul agam go n-aontdidh sibh liom gur |4 iontach a bhi ann a thug taithi maith d’uile is na daltai a ghlac

pairt sa diospodireacht.
Alexandra McKay



Equestrian Team

St Andrew’s equestrian team travelled to Broadmeadows Equestrian Centre in Co Meath on 16 January. The team
consisted of Eve Hedderman, Seb Curren, Anna Barrett and Hazel Windsor-Aubrey. The course for the day
seemed fair with a challenging turn and comfortable distances.

With six clear rounds, we qualified for the jump-off against some really good teams. Hazel and Eve represented
us. Hazel went first and jumped a beautiful clear round. Eve was next and to get placed, needed to hit the accelerator
but still jump clear. She did just that, but unfortunately not fast enough for first place. The team finished third and
were delighted.

On 26 February, two teams wearing St Andrew’s colours headed to Boswell Equestrian Centre in Ashford for an
interschools show jumping competition. The competition was tough, competing against twenty other teams, all in
the hopes of winning rosettes and prizes. There were four members in each team. The Blue team - Rachel Lee, Seb
Curran, Anna Barrett and Hazel Windsor-Aubrey - jumped first and all jumped clear, qualifying for the jump off
against the clock later that afternoon. The White Team with Thea Curran, Heidi Anderson, Amy Sutton and Leife
Hollwey jumped next. Unfortunately, they incurred some faults, which excluded them from the jump off. The
course was tricky for the jump-off, but Rachel and Hazel jumped brilliantly, landing us in sixth place on the day,
and adding more qualifying points to our overall year’s score.

Our next outing was Saturday 12 March, when the St Andrew’s equestrian team began their three-hour journey to
Galway to compete in the Presentation Athenry Interschools competition. Being so far away from home, we booked
stables and a place for the team and supporters to stay overnight. With a tough course and opposition, we were
not expecting to be in the top placings for the day, but the team - Hazel Windsor-Aubrey, Seb Curran, Thea Curran
and Rachel Lee - did more than enough to guarantee them a place in the jump-off. Hazel and Rachel represented
the team and with two clear rounds we finished up in third place. A great result left the team on a high and we en-
joyed an evening of well- deserved fun together.

We all put a lot of preparation and work individually into training our horses, but on the day of the competition,
it was all down to the team working together and the support on the sidelines from Fiona Lee, our Chef d'Equipe
and our parents cheering us on. We would also like to thank Mrs Kirby and administrative staff in the school for
all their help in getting forms signed and ready on time to be sent off. A big thank you from all the squad.

Eve Hedderman, Anna Barrett, Rachel 1 ee



Connect with Grapevine

www.sacgrapevine.com

It's not always easy to make your opinion known.
Here at Grapevine, we understand that sometimes
students just want to get their ideas out there, into
the world. That's why we’ve designed our new web-
site, www.sacgrapevine.com. This is a place for stu-
dents to publish articles about their hobbies,
interests, opinions and general thoughts on life, the
universe and everything. The website is also an op-
portunity for budding web designers to get involved-
we want to know how you think things should look.
Any articles for the website can be sent to
grapevinemagazine@gmail.com

www.youtube.com/grapevision

Grapevision is the student- run film production subsidy
of Grapevine. Grapevision produce short films, ads,
music videos, class presentations and school news. All
finished pieces are uploaded to YouTube for public view-
ing and state of the art software and equipment is used
to produce videos. All students are welcome, at all levels
of expertise and ability. Whether it’s just an idea for a
video, or a finished film that needs a quick looking over-
Grapevision is the place to go.

Grapevine - you make, we publish



Junior Schoc

Junior School String Programme

Being involved in introducing a string programme into a junior school is a challenging but wonderfully ex-
citing opportunity for everyone involved. First brought to our attention by St. Agnes’s School in Crumlin,
mainly through the RTE documentary ‘Music changes lives, the school now boasts a 60 strong orchestra, a
parent orchestra with 40 members, and provides instruction on a string instrument to more than 400 chil-
dren every week. 16 of their orchestra members have been awarded a place in the Dublin Youth Orchestra.
This unique programme has provided children with opportunities they would never have otherwise re-
ceived. | believe a music programme in a Junior School becomes far more comprehensive once it includes
a string/orchestra programme. Through this students learn the value of hard work, time management,
teamwork and artistic expression. It is statistically proven that string students, at all levels, academically out-
perform their peer students and develop musical, social and intellectual skills that they may use throughout
their lives.

The children are taught the violin every week using the Suzuki method which initially involves the children
playing by ear and from memory, rather than learning to read music. The thinking behind this is that a
child learns music and technique almost as another‘mother tongue’ without worries about whether or not
he or she can read properly to follow musical notation. By the time a child begins to learn to play ‘Twinkle
Twinkle’and to read the notes, he or she has the music thoroughly memorized so none of their energy or
attention is diverted into recalling the notes as they begin to play. Suzuki stresses that this listening also
motivates the child to want to play the music. If you sit in on a Suzuki violin class you will quickly see that
no Suzuki teacher teaches alike - after all both the teacher and the students are unique. To be applied suc-
cessfully, the Suzuki approach requires a great deal of creativity from the teacher. Hard work but definitely
worth it! This year in the Junior School we are piloting this string programme with all the childrenin P1 and
P2. 56 violins on the go every week! We began back in September when all the children were measured
for their violins and by now they have learned how to care for their instrument, the names of all its compo-
nent parts, how to prepare and hold their instrument safely, name and pluck and strings and just recently
play with the bow. Fun in the lessons is crucial and ensures children are far more motivated to practice at
home and remain enthusiastic about their progress. It's lovely to see the children help and teach each
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other during a class and future years will be very exciting as these children progress further up the school
growing in confidence and ability. Our plans are to have many more classes in the school playing a stringed
instrument whether violin, viola, cello or double bass and participating in either an orchestra, chamber or-
chestra or string ensemble. Who knows maybe even a parent orchestra!! To finish | would like to quote
some inspirational words of Dr. Suzuki’ The greatest duty and joy given to us adults is the privilege of de-
veloping our children’s potentialities and of educating desirable human beings with beautiful harmonious
minds and high sensitivity. | believe sensitivity and love toward music and art are very important things to
all people whether they are politicians, scientists, businessmen or laborers. They are the things that make
our lives rich!

Ms Armitage

Tutankhamun

Since September, P3 have been very busy doing numerous projects
and investigations. For one of our most interesting and enjoyable
projects we delved deep into the past and marvelled at the exotic
and wondrous artefacts of Ancient Egypt. Here are some accounts
of our class trip to the Tutankhamun exhibition in the RDS.

On 11 March, P3 went to the RDS on a school trip. We saw the
Tutankhamun exhibition. Before hand, the people who worked
there gave us headphones and a pad with buttons on it. Each
exhibit had a number on it. You could press the same number
on your pad to hear all about that particular exhibit. There were
lots of interesting things to see, like King Tut’s sarcophagus and
burial mask. There was also a reconstruction of his tomb just as
Howard Carter found it in 1922. Inside the tomb were copies
of King Tut’s treasures — there were gold chariots, statues, a
guard dog and many more treasures. Everyone’s favourite thing
was seeing the amazing sarcophagus and mask. At the exhibi-
tion there was also a movie about the Pharaohs before and after
the reign of Tutankhamun. It also told us about Tutankhamun'’s
family. It was a really enjoyable trip, all the class had a great time.

Evie Kelly

Tutankhamun was one of the best exhibitions | have been to so far. It was overwhelming and | was very ex-
cited to see all his fantastic treasures. | didn’t have a favourite treasure because it was all so good and |
couldn’t choose. If I had to pick one it would probably be Tutanhkamun’s health and appearance. P3 did a
lot of research on Tutankhamun. When we went into the exhibition we gave a DVD we made into the office.
As we had done the research before, it made the exhibition more interesting as it told us what we didn't al-
ready know about Tutankhamun. P3 took the bus to the exhibition. | sat beside Nina and Marcia. When P3
got inside | was amazed with what | saw. After the exhibition, P3 got the bus back to the school. | will never
forget that day because it was so different to what | was expecting and it was the best exhibition | have
ever been to so far.

Katie Kellett



Pé European Foog Day

During the months of February and March, P6 worked in pairs or small groups on European p
March we had our European Food Day, where each group prepared and brought in a dish native from their
European country. We feasted on a variety of foods including goulash, Belgian waffles, Greek salad, danishes,
kebabs, olives, Turkish delight and Black Forest gateau to name but a few. Everybody had a wonderful
time eating a lot of delicious food!!

Yoav Modai

Young Scientist

| was proud to represent my school at the Young Scientist Exhibition in the RDS. Our project was called the
‘Inside Story’and it was about the digestive system. Digestion is the process of making insoluble food into
soluble food. Our project consisted of a model of the gut and a series of tests. We made the model out of
plasticine.

The three tests in our project were the test for starch, glucose and water. In the test for starch, you add some
iodine solution to the food. If the food turns blue-black then starch is present. In the test for glucose you
have to dip a pink square of ‘Clinistix’ paper into the liquid. If glucose is present the pink square will turn pur-
ple. In the test for water you dip blue cobalt chloride paper in to liquid. If water is present, the paper will turn
pink.

Different groups of children represented our class in the RDS. It was our responsibility to present and discuss
the project with the judges. Being present at the Young Scientist Exhibition was a fantastic experience be-
cause my grand-uncle, Patrick Burke, founded it! As a result of all our hard work, we won a glass trophy.

Alexander Wallace



Native American Exhibition

American Studies Junior School students had an exhibition! Each student had become an
expert on a different Native American tribe. At the expo, they had a display of their tribes"home, a poster
of descriptions and pictures, a craft or project that showed a skill of their tribes, and a food item that their
tribes would have eaten. The students also created a timeline showing how Native Americans fit into U.S.
history. Each student contributed by describing important Native American people and events. A video
slide show, filled with Native American pictures and music, set the atmosphere. Lastly, there was yummy
cornbread, an authentic Native American dish, for all the students to try! All the students did an amazing
job and should be so proud of all their hard work! What a great day we had!

Suzanne Inman

Yy . .
Poetry Month in P2M

The month of February was dedicated to poetry month in the junior school.

We discovered a lot of hilarious poetry in the poetry books we brought into class. We read Roald Dahl’s
Dirty Beasts and we got ideas for our own poetry books. We put together a display of our books so far.
Come in and have a read, some of the poems are so funny!

This is one of the poems in Finn’s poetry book:
The time Rudolph got curious!
This all started when,
Old Rudolph got curious again,
He peered down the chimney,
And there was a light shining dimly,
So down he goes but he fell and hurt his nose,
Not only did he hurt his face,
But he landed in the only lit fireplace!!




ection 2011

The Irish general electio ighly-anticipated elections for a long time. The

country was on its knees d gt politically. The people were looking for a change from the Fi-
anna Fail led government $#vere mainly looking towards Fine Gael and Labour, with Sinn Fein's pop-
ularity soaring as well. On polling day, Friday 25 February, the result was expected to be harsh on Fianna
Fail and the Greens, and those predictions were not far off. Of the 165 TDs elected to Dail Eireann, 20
were Fianna Fail members, a fall of 51 from the previous election. The Greens gained no seats and now
have no representatives in Dail Eireann. On the other hand, the election was a striking success for Fine
Gael and Labour, winning 76 and 37 seats respectively, with both parties now in a coalition government.
The smaller parties of Sinn Fein and the United Left Alliance, along with Independents, all had an increase

in their number of seats.

A new development not seen in any Irish election before was organised television debates on the stations
RTE, TV3 and TG4 among the main leaders of each of the parties, the first of which took place on TV3
between Eamon Gilmore and Micheal Martin. Both leaders asked that the absence of Enda Kenny be rep-
resented by an empty chair beside them, however this wish was turned down by TV3, unfortunately. Three
more debates took place in the lead up to the election, two on RTE and one on TG4.

A record 76 first-time TDs were elected. One of these was Sinn Fein's leader Gerry Adams, who ran for
election in the Louth constituency. Labour TDs Dominic Hannigan and John Lyons became the first
openly gay people to be elected to the Dail, while Luke 'Ming' Flanagan, infamous for his confession to
growing his own marijuana, was also elected. He has now given up the drug, citing respect for his family
as the reason. Ministers such as Mary Hanafin and Mary Coughlan lost their seats, with Mary Hanafin hav-
ing just been chosen as deputy leader of Fianna Fail by Micheal Martin, and Mary Coughlan the outgoing

Tanaiste.
This was an election like no other; it brought Irish politics into the new age via the televised debates, and

also showed the anger of the Irish people towards Fianna Fail. Change has come in the form of Fine Gael
and Labour and let's hope it's a change for the better.

Rory O’Regan



as been quoted as saying

as much as it pains me to accept this, | can truly say they go out with a bang. This is a concise and
brilliant album which deserves repeated listening. | highly recommend checking it out, though
it's true to say that | have yet to find one Bright Eyes album that is not worth owning.

Oberst leave us on a high, with our spirits feeling typically low. Terrific.

Euan Murphy




Dublir
Infernationa
Film Festival

On 17 February, the Jameson Dublin Film
Festival celebrated its ninth consecutive
year. The range of movies was wide and
they came from such places as Romania,
South Korea, The Democratic Republic of
Congo and Ireland itself. They ranged from
large blockbusters to very small independ-
ent works. | got the chance to catch up with
seven films being shown at the festival. Cave of Forgotten Dreams

Cave of Forgotten Dreams
Werner Herzog isn’t very well known to mainstream audiences, but he’s one of the most influential and brilliant
filmmakers of all time and, in recent years, he’s begun to move over to documentaries, such as the Oscar nom-
inated Encounters at the End of the World or the brilliant Grizzly Man. Here, he takes the first film cameras
allowed into the Chauvet caves in France, containing 5,000 to 10,000 year old cave paintings. He uses 3-D
to make the caves seem real, as if you could reach out and feel the cold surface of the rocks in front of you.
A truly spiritual experience.

Outrage
You may know Takeshi Kitano as the teacher of the class in Battle Royale, but he’s been building up a fasci-
nating filmography as a director over the past 22 years and while Outrage isn't his best, it’s still definitely
worth a look. Kitano returns to his Yakuza origins in portraying a film of interlocking crime families and the
interactions between them. There’s some very interesting themes Kitano is dealing with and some great film-
making craft (as is expected), but mostly the film succeeds by being a lot of fun.

Bridge on the River Kwai
The only film | saw which isn’t a new release, David Lean’s epic war film from 1957 looks beautiful on the big
screen, with shots of the sun and of soldiers swimming down the river improved greatly by the cinema expe-
rience. Lean is able to communicate the complex psychology of Alec Guinness’s corporal so well. A fantastic
movie, worth seeing on DVD if you can.

Bridge on the River Kwai




Poetry
A new film from the new wave of great cinema being produced in South Koreg, it’s a wonderfully meditative
piece on grief, pain and the uncontrollable nature of life. Do you like those things2 Then you’ll love this movie.

The Adjustment Bureau

| may not have liked this as much as | thought | would, but the new Matt Damon
blockbuster was a very enjoyable film. A lot of great scenes, especially the meeting
between Damon and Blunt, Terence Stamp’s speech on the history of the bureau and
the moments it let humanity have its own control, and some of the chase scenes |
thought were very well done. The ending may be perceived as overly cheesy, but |
thought there was more to it than that. | didn’t even know Anthony Mackie was in this
when | entered the cinema, and he’s always brilliant no matter what he’s in.

Incendies
Incendies, a Canadian film, is about a woman who is part of the struggle in the Mid-
| dle East, and the story of her twin children, who were asked by her posthumously to
find both their brother and their father. There’s a lot of ways this movie could go
wrong, there’s a lot of plot to get through and, as well as juggling two parallel sto-
rylines, it's dealing with a very delicate and complicated piece of history. Some of
the plot twists at the end could come off as really trite and over the top, but director
Denis Villeneuve brings a subtly and sense of craft to the project which brings you into
the world and treats its subject objectively. The emotions on display are raw and
beautiful. Definitely worth seeking out.

Surprise Film (Cedar Rapids)
The surprise film is one of the most talked about events at the festival, and this year the movie was Cedar
Rapids, a comedy about small town in lowa starring Ed Helms (from The Hangover) and the great John C
Reilly. The movie itself was a pretty solid comedy with some great moments, but the actual experience of
seeing it as the surprise film was fantastic. It seems that going to a movie which you don’t know beforehand
means the audience is just there to have as great a time as they can and the whole audience here was in up-
roarious laughter, which was infectious.

Cedar Rapids

All'in all, it was a great year. | loved pretty much every movie | saw, for wildly different reasons. Not
to mention the films | didn’t see, like Richard Ayaode’s Submarine, or Francois Ozon’s Potiche. It was a great

week.
Grattan Aikins
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